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Membership Approves $1 Million  

History & Culture Center Capital Campaign 
 

At a June 6 membership meeting the Merrill Historical Society unanimously  

approved a $1 million capital fund raising campaign to construct the Merrill History  

& Culture Center museum and to complete renovation of the Heritage Wing. 
 

The campaign will be called the Itôs About Time Merrill Historical Society Capital 

Campaign. 
 

The Merrill History & Culture Center will be a community resource that will host a  

variety of historical, arts, cultural and civic activities, and it will be a new attraction to 

promote Merrillôs economic development. 
 

Bea Lebal, President, told members, ñWe realize that the economy is weak right now,  

but here are some reasons why we are choosing to begin fundraising now.  HAVEN is  

finishing up their fund drive, and there isnôt any other major fund drive on the horizon.  

Building materials may be cheaper and in less demand now.  Contractors arenôt 

swamped with projects.  And, itôs my belief that people arenôt going to give us money 

unless we do have a project they can give to.  You never know when money will  

appear, once people know that there is a good cause in the works.ò 

 

Vision Will Address Needs 
 

The boardôs vision is to create a beautiful History & Culture Center that will:  
  

Add to the quality of life in Merrill and help attract new residents to the city 
 

Contribute to the economic development of Merrill 
 

Be an attractive setting in which to share our communityôs unique story with  

     residents and visitors 
 

Enrich our local culture and be a source of community pride 

 

Continued on Pg. 2 

 

Take Noteé 
 

New E-mail address! 
Effective immediately,   

contact the Merrill Historical  

Society office at  

merrillhs@frontier.com  
 

Visit our website at  

www.merrillhistoricalsoc.com  
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The project will address the following needs, to: 
 

1. Create a modern museum to make Merrill history accessible to the  

 Community 

2. Be a resource for the community by encouraging the educational,  

 artistic, cultural and commercial interests of Merrill. 

3. Protect fragile and irreplaceable collections with proper temperature,    

humidity and lighting, and provide secure and controlled access to them 

4. Provide space in which to flexibly exhibit our diverse collections in a          

meaningful context - they are not currently on display because we have no 

place to do so 

5. Bring all facilities into compliance with building and accessibility codes, 

and make them energy efficient 

6. Fulfill our mission as the only local organization that systematically      

preserves the stories and artifacts of Merrillôs unique heritage and culture 

 

       History & Culture Center Features 
 

In development for four years, the History & Culture Center concept was  

presented to members through renderings of the proposed building by Dave 

Oberbeck, Architect, who described the project features. 
 

One of the primary reasons for the capital campaign is to create once again a 

place to display our local history artifacts for school classes and the general 

public in an exciting, interesting and educational venue. 
 

The 4,000 square foot museum will connect to the existing Heritage Wing 

(the former Bethlehem Lutheran Church) and create a unified and accessible 

center for historical exhibits, historical and genealogical research, and      

community history, culture and arts events. 



The project will incorporate green building technologies and energy efficiencies.  The building will be  

environmentally controlled to protect and preserve valuable collections.  In addition to building and remodeling to 

meet accessibility standards, an elevator will be installed to connect the three levels of the Center and the Heritage 

Wing. 

 
 

 

The 650-square-foot exhibit hall will employ display panels 

that are moved on a floor-mounted grid system.  The room 

will flex and adapt to the context, theme, type and size of  

exhibits. By design, the lobby and adjacent corridors can  

become overflow extensions of exhibit programs. 

  
 

 

The Library will glow with warm wood tones, an antique  

fireplace mantel and the muted colors of book jackets.  The  

atmosphere is further enhanced by soft lighting and carpeting; 

high windows will allow light but prevent ultra-violet light  

impact to aged books and fragile documents.  It will be a  

comfortable environment with up-to-date technology for research. 
 

The library will connect to the adjacent reception desk and  

collections room to provide controlled access to our extensive 

collection of historical records, irreplaceable and fragile printed 

documents, photographs and artifacts.  Large cases will store 

maps, plat books and large-media items. 
 

 

 

 

After a hiatus due to lack of space, The Pinery will have a new  

and permanent home in the History & Culture Center.  One of our 

most popular exhibits, The Pinery will feature a rustic interior and 

open-beam ceiling.  The atmosphere will evoke the early timber 

and wood products era and relate it to the continuing economic 

legacy of those industries in Merrill. 
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Heritage Wing Renovation Will Open Center for Community Events 

 
With completion of renovation and remodeling of the  

Heritage Wing, two levels of meeting and exhibit space 

will be created.  The upper level gathering and  

multi-purpose room will have capacity for 140 people  

in 1,800 square feet of space. 
 

We will program our history education events there.   

We may introduce a school class to the historical  

background and origins of an exhibit to be viewed in the 

museum, or present the knowledge of a local or visiting 

lecturer. 
 

The flexible space will be open to community groups to 

host arts, performance, music and culture gatherings, such as a budding local artist exhibit.  It will also  

accommodate an off-site business meeting or a community planning and economic development workshop.   

It will be a place to experience Merrillôs contemporary history as it unfolds. 

 
The lower level room will be used for exhibits and 

smaller-scale events and activities such as school 

classes, community organization board meetings or 

planning workshops.  The 1,200 square feet of area  

provides sufficient space to display items from our  

collections that require dedicated space such as the  

General Store exhibit. 
 

It will be a multiple-use space within which tables  

and chairs can be arranged among artifacts on  

display. 
 

A warming kitchen will accommodate events in the  

entire Center. 

  

 


